4.  The rock and the keys.  Take time to reflect or journal on Peter’s testimony and the authority conferred on the church by the keys.  See the sermon, pp. 3 & 4, especially, for comments on a Protestant understanding of Peter’s role.
_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

(Sermon copies: church office or yucaipamethodist.org)
Study Questions
For small group discussion or personal journaling

August 24, 2014
Mt. 16:13-20
1.  Read Mt. 16:13-20.  Share with your group, or journal, about the themes and issues that are important to you in this passage.  If you were in church on Sunday, share/journal about the sermon and what struck you as you heard the word proclaimed.

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

2.  Who do people say that the Son of Man is?  Caesarea Philippi is an important, religiously diverse region.  Reflect/discuss/journal about this religious diversity (see sermon, p. 2).  In our American culture today, there is a religious smorgasbord.  Who do people say God is?  Spend some time sharing or journaling about the myriad of religious choices open to us.    
___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________
___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

3.  But who do you say that I am?  Given that our society values freedom of choice, and given the vast array of choices, even within Christianity, where do you find yourself in the mix?  Who do you say Jesus is?  Spend some time in a free and open discussion and sharing around this question.  Be sure to allow ample space for doubt and hesitancy, even if folks have been a part of the church for a long time.  Begin where you are, and try to articulate it for yourself and/or for your group.  It may be easier to phrase the question this way: What does Jesus mean to you?  Reflect/discuss/journal.    
_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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